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As a department, we value challenge and variety in our curriculum across all stages. In
KS3, we emphasise basic skills, knowledge of technical terminology, wide reading and
creative, imaginative writing. By the end of Year 9, students will be encouraged to be
independent readers and thinkers. They will have read various books, play and poems
from authors across the world, as well as the opportunities to recite and perform
poetry. Furthermore, as oracy is such an important part of successful literacy, our
students are actively encouraged to participate in debates, delivering speeches,
discussion and role-play. In KS4, all students study English Literature and English
Language. The skills demonstrated in each overlap considerably focusing on novels,
plays and poetry and Language extracts from texts, including articles and reviews from
the 20th and 21st centuries.

In the English department we will offer a range of complementary schemes of learning
that build across the year groups. The schemes will be categorised into wider areas
within the English curriculum so that students receive a broad and balanced offer in
English at UCC.

Our schemes will cover the following broad areas:

Modern fiction (including that from other cultures), classic fiction, drama, poetry,
Shakespeare, reading non-fiction texts, written communication (including creative and
transactional writing) and spoken language. In addition, students will be encouraged to
explore a diverse version of media texts.
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UCC geographers should be curious about the world outside Penrith. They will be
confident to ask questions and apply their understandlng to a var‘rety of settings
and scales. Geography will be learned inside and outside the classroom. Our
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covered atKS2, & = &
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History is about people. The History department at UCC aims to make the subject come
to life through engaging, varied and challenging lessons which furnish students with
the skills and knowledge to become confident and questioning individuals. We aim to
deliver studies of the past on an international, national and local scale and to cover
both depth and development studies of the past. Students will thus be able to develop
their skills in communicating concepts such as continuity, change, causation,
significance and interpretation. We believe that the most important part of our work is
to equip all of our young people with the ability to live a full life where they can become
resilient individuals who are prepared and equipped for an ever-changing world, a
world which they feel certain they can contribute to in a meaningful way.

The History Department organises the content of the subject in chronological order. In
Year 7, we begin with the Medieval period and progress through to the 20th century in
Year 9. This is intended to allow students to build up their chronological awareness as
they proceed through Key Stage 3. The idea of overview and depth is something that is
embedded into our curriculum so that students are ab&_pg__,a\gpreciate the concept of
development over time and the specific details of particular events, individuals and
ideas. There is also a development study in year 8 which prepares students for the
synoptic elements of assessment at Key Stages 4 and 5. At Key Stage 4, we deliver a
range of units with engaging topics. One of the Paper Two topics is Medicine through
Time, c1250-present which is a chronological thematic with re-visits the framework
upon which our students can ‘hook’ the other units on to. We have a range of students
of varying abilities and they are taught by subject specialists who are skilled in
scaffolding the learning of students, using prior data, so that students are enabled to
make progress
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The aims of the French programme of study+are, to enable students to become
confident at speaking French spontaneously, “beginning in the classroom in an
immersive learning environment. Students will also develop accuracy and fluency when
writing French, communicating ideas by writing for various purposes. They will
understand a range of written and spoken ‘texts including authentic texts and target-
language media. The programme of study contains three strands; topic vocabulary and
structures, explicit grammar patterns and rules and classroom language routines. The
interleaving of teaching across these three strands aims to train students in their ability
to transfer knowledge of patterns and structures across'different areas of language
and in different contexts. Its. core aim is to maX|m|se the potential for language
. ‘production to become gradually automatic.

In_French students learn new vocabulary and a grammatical structures usually
following a recognisable lesson structure delivered in the target language with target-
language classroom routines-and context at its core. New language'is presented firstly

s “chunks” which contain patterns. These “chunks*allewsphrases and structures to be
easily manipulated and changed. Students are then given the opportunity to repeat,
practise and consolidate new language through ‘a - wide variety of activities. Students
work in pairs, groups and teams and.are taught using familiar games, songs, and
techniques which encourage a range of-visual, auditory and. kinaesthetic learning.
Students also have the chance to focus on.grammar and structures through translation
and. dictation and are given time to develop written fluency in a series of ever more
complex extended writing tasks. '
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Science will examine the origins of life, matter and the world we inhabit from the
microscopic to the massive. Our students are to be taught the building blocks of
scientific development and will explore how our lives are transformed on
seemingly a daily basis. They will develop practical abilities and transferable skills
via hands on investigations in biology, chemistry and physics. All our students can
be assured of challenge, excitement and the pleasure derived from finding out
how, when, where, but most importantly, WHY!

Science in Year 7 & 8 will introduce the key scientific ideas that have shaped our
world and will feature a course with practical investigations at its heart. Carrying
on from and expanding the groundwork done throughout KS2, we will deliver
high quality lessons that enable students to achieve a complete understanding of
many complex concepts.

Biology, chemistry and physics will receive equal weighting to ensure the widest
coverage of science available; students will develop the skills and understanding
necessary to understand complex ec hemical engineering
nts. and efficient energy producti s the climate change

dy, heavily reliant
ding the scientific les that govern all
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