
Books to Enjoy Before 
You Join UCC 

 Booked by Kwame Alexander 

Nick is trying to figure out how to navigate his parents' break-up, stand up to bullies, and 

impress the girl of his dreams. These challenges - which seem even harder than scoring a 

tie-breaking, game-winning goal - change his life, as well as his best friend's. This         

energetic novel-in-verse by the poet Kwame Alexander captures all the thrills and       

setbacks, the action and emotion of a World Cup match.  

 The Space We're In by Katya Balen 

Frank is ten. He likes cottage pie and football and cracking codes. Max is five. He eats 

only Quavers and some colours are too bright for him and if he has to wear a new T-shirt 

he melts down down down. Sometimes Frank wishes Mum could still do huge paintings 

of stars and asteroids like she used to, but since Max was born she just doesn't have 

time. When tragedy hits Frank and Max's lives like a comet, can Frank piece together a 

universe in which he and Max aren't light years apart?   

 Fall Off, Get Back On, Keep Going by Clare Balding 

'Falling off' is all part of life. The trick is to know how to dust yourself off, get back on, 

learn from your mistakes - and keep going! Clare Balding, TV presenter, sportswoman 

and bestselling author has had some spectacular falls in her life - from not fitting in at 

school and falling in with the wrong crowd, to last-minute hiccups and mistakes on live 

TV - so she knows what it takes to embrace your mistakes and move on from them!   

 



 Boy, Everywhere by A.M. Dassau 

The harrowing journey taken by Sami and his family from privilege to poverty, across 
countries and continents, from a comfortable life in Damascus, via a smuggler's den in 
Turkey, to a prison in Manchester. A story of survival, of family, of bravery ... 

In a world where we are told to see refugees as the 'other', this story will remind readers 

that 'they' are also 'us'. 

 The Soup Movement by Ben Davis 

To aid his recovery from a life-threatening illness Jordan and his family move out of the 

city for a healthy new start. Jordan's getting enough funny looks as the new boy at 

school as it is, without his Mum giving him homemade soup every day for lunch! But 

when Jordan meets a homeless man called Harry, and gives him the soup, it is the start 

of an unlikely friendship. Soon the two of them begin giving soup to the other homeless 

people around town and when his sister shares their antics on Instagram the 

#SOUPMOVEMENT begins-they even make it on the news!  

  When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle 

It's 1940, and Joseph has been packed off to stay with Mrs F, a gruff woman with no 
great fondness for children. To Joseph's amazement, she owns the rundown city zoo 
where Joseph meets Adonis, a huge silverback gorilla. Adonis is ferociously strong and 
dangerous, but Joseph finds he has an affinity with the lonely beast. 

But when the bombs begin to fall, it is up to Joseph to guard Adonis's cage should it be 

damaged by a blast. Will Joseph be ready to pull the trigger if it comes to it? 

 Orion Lost by Alistair Chisholm 

The transport ship Orion is four months out of Earth when catastrophe strikes - leaving 

the ship and everyone on board stranded in deep space. Suddenly it's up to thirteen-year

-old Beth and her friends to navigate through treacherous and uncharted territory to 

reach safety. But a heavily-damaged ship, space pirates, a mysterious alien species, and 

an artificial intelligence that Beth doesn't know if she can trust means that getting home 

has never been so difficult...  



 Wink by Rob Harrell 

Ross Molloy just wants to be normal. He doesn't want to lose his hair, or wear a weird 

hat, or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know what to say to 'the cancer 

kid'. But with his recent diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, simply blending in is no longer an 

option. Ross - and his friends and his family - all need to work out how to deal with this 

devastating challenge that Life has thrown down. Maybe Batpig can come to the rescue?  

 Kay's Anatomy by Adam Kay 

Do you ever think about your body and how it all works? Like really properly think about 
it? The human body is extraordinary and fascinating and, well . . . pretty weird. Yours is 
weird, mine is weird, everyone’s is weird. This book is going to tell you what's actually 
going on in there, and answer the really important questions, like: Are bogeys safe to 
eat? And how much of your life will you spend on the toilet? So sit back, relax, put on 
some rubber gloves, and let a doctor take you on a poo (and puke) filled tour of your 
insides. 

 Eagle Warrior by Gill Lewis 

Bobbie is thrilled that a golden eagle has settled in the forest near her family's farm. She 

loves to walk the hills with her granny and watch the bird soar through the sky. But not 

everyone shares Bobbie's awe for the spectacular bird. When her granny's beloved dog 

is killed by poisoned bait, it soon becomes clear that someone is out to get the eagle - 

and they're ready to take down anything, and anyone, that gets in their way. Bobbie is 

determined to save the eagle but is it worth the risk?  

 The Deepest Breath by Meg Grehan 

Stevie is eleven. She loves reading and sea creatures. She lives with her mum, and she’s 

been best friends with Andrew since forever. Stevie’s mum teases her that someday 

they’ll get married, but Stevie knows that won’t ever happen. There’s a girl at school that 

she likes more. A lot more. Actually, she’s a bit confused about how much she likes her. 

It’s nothing like the way she likes Andrew. It makes her fizz inside. That’s a new feeling, 

one she doesn’t understand.   



 Guts by Raina Telgemeier 

Raina wakes up one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has one, too, so it's 

probably just a bug. Raina eventually returns to school, where she's dealing with the    

usual highs and lows: friends, not-friends, and classmates who think the school year is 

just one long gross-out session. It soon becomes clear that Raina's tummy trouble isn't 

going away... and it coincides with her worries about food, school, and changing      

friendships. What's going on?   

 Being Miss Nobody by Tamsin Winter 

Rosalind hates her new secondary school. She's the weird girl who doesn't talk. The 

Mute-ant. And it's easy to pick on someone who can't fight back. So Rosalind starts a 

blog - Miss Nobody; a place to speak up, a place where she has a voice. But there's a 

problem... Is Miss Nobody becoming a bully herself?  

 The Clockwork Sparrow by Katherine Woodfine 

You are cordially invited to attend the Grand Opening of Sinclair's department store!   

Enter a world of bonbons, hats, perfumes and MYSTERIES around every corner.       

WONDER at the daring theft of the priceless CLOCKWORK SPARROW! TREMBLE as the 

most DASTARDLY criminals in London enact their wicked plans! GASP as our bold         

heroines, Miss Sophie Taylor and Miss Lilian Rose, CRACK CODES, DEVOUR ICED BUNS 

and vow to bring the villains to justice...  

 After the War by Tom Palmer 

Summer 1945. The Second World War is finally over and Yossi, Leo and Mordecai are 
among three hundred children who arrive in the Lake District. Having survived the       
horrors of the Nazi concentration camps, they've finally reached a place of safety and 
peace, where they can hopefully begin to recover. But Yossi is haunted by thoughts of 
his missing father and disturbed by terrible nightmares. As he waits desperately for news 
from home, he fears that Mordecai and Leo - the closest thing to family he has left - will 
move on without him. Will life by the beautiful Lake Windermere be enough to bring 
hope back into all their lives? 

All of these books, and 1000s 

more, will be available for 

you to borrow from UCC    

Library in September. 

Happy Reading! 


