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HeadteacHer’s welcome 

Hello and welcome to the April ’22 Newsletter. with Easter upon us and 

hopefully a restful fortnight ahead, this is a great chance to recognise the 

efforts of everyone connected with the school and to say thank you once 

more for all your ongoing support. 

A very warm and special welcome to all of our new Year 7 students 

who will be joining us in september. we can’t wait to welcome you to 

Ullswater and whilst your time at primary school is coming to an end, your 

time at Ucc is just beginning! over the next 5 or 7 years you are going to 

have the chance to experience so many wonderful milestones and we can’t 

wait to be a part of them. In the near future we will be sharing information 

about your transition day, on thursday 7 July, and look forward to meeting 

you. there will be a parents/carers event after school to share the 

sUCCesses of the day and welcome our new Year 7 families to the school. 

As always, every term at Ullswater is an exciting one and this term has 

been no exception. throughout the newsletter you will see many of the 

wonderful activities and events that have been taking place. I am especially 

proud that we – as a school – were able to do our small part to support the 

efforts in Ukraine. charity, caring and being part of our wider community is 

at the very heart of what Ullswater community college is about and I am 

sure you will join me in passing on my sincere thanks to all those involved. 

My thoughts are with our Year 11 and Year 13 students and their families.  

You have faced an unsurmountable challenge over the last few years and 

you have responded in the best possible way – by working hard, supporting 

one another and doing your best every day. 

You are now rapidly approaching the final phase of your time completing 

your GcsEs and A-levels, it will be a hard few weeks but with the support 

of those around you I know you are going to be very successful in the 

summer and will receive the grades you deserve. Focus, work hard and let 

us know if you need anything and make sure you capitalise on everything 

that is offered to you as we approach the exam window. 

It has been incredible to see the way in which all our young people have 

approached the challenges they face and I am sure they will continue to do 

so, becoming the wonderful and well-rounded adults they are destined to 

be. 

As always – thank you, stay safe and stay in touch. 

Mr Gilby 

Headteacher 
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conGratulatIons to tHe 

musIc dePartment! 

Ucc’s Music department won the 

prestigious outstanding school Music 

department at this year’s Music and 

drama Education awards this year. 

After an impressive transformation, Ucc’s 

exciting, dynamic music department offers 

extracurricular provision including a wind 

band, big band, string orchestra, choir, 

sAtB chamber choir, guitar group, 

clarinet and flute group, saxophone group, 

senior brass group and a samba band 

connected to a community music-making 

organisation. 

Each week, between 100 and 200 

students are involved in instrumental 

and vocal tuition  

In addition, one-off events include 

musicals, workshops with the National 

Youth Jazz orchestra and royal 

Northern college of Music and, now 

that the pandemic seems to be behind us, 

we hope to resume planning for another 

international tour. 

Mr Bryant 

Head of Music 

HelP For ukraIne 

what a phenomenal response to our 

call for donations for refugees from 

Ukraine arriving in Poland! 

students, staff, parents and carers, 

local businesses and members of 

our local community brought so 

many donations into school. we 

can't thank people enough 

for their incredibly kind 

contributions. 

In total we filled 4 vans with 

nappies, toiletries, 

medicines and food, plus 3 

vans full of clothes, blankets, 

sleeping bags etc., all of 

which were delivered to the 

Polish border to help those in 

need.  

natIonal readInG cHamPIons 

After months of furious training, three teams of Year 7–9 students 

took part in the regional heat of the National reading champions 

Quiz this term. 

Faced with over 80 

questions about 

contemporary and 

classic books, the 

students admirably 

showed off their 

incredible knowledge. 

It was a lovely morning with lots of 

booky fun, including the occasional outbreak of singing and 

dancing.  All three teams were exceptional, but the A-team was 

particularly impressive and won the entire thing! 

they will now represent 

the North west in the 

Grand Final in May. 

Miss Mckay 

school librarian 



lIvestreamInG 

live streaming is now a very popular 

feature of many apps and platforms, and 

all you need to livestream is an internet-

enabled device like a laptop or a 

smartphone. 

If your child enjoys livestreaming, you may 

want to read what is livestreaming to find 

out more about it and help your child have 

a positive online experience. 

over the past few months, we expect that 

many of our students might have watched 

a livestream or taken part in a video chat. 

livestreaming can be a fun and enjoyable 

online activity for young people. 

If you want to know more about 

livestreaming, the risks and safe use, 

watch this short video or download this 

handy guide. 

Year 11 uPdate 

the Year 11s are now in their final push towards the summer exam series and are working incredibly hard 

completing evidence for their teacher-assessed grades (tAGs), completing coursework and revising for their exams.  

results from the recent student survey saw students requesting more guidance on different revision techniques and 

to this end Miss Pearson-rolph is holding study-skills sessions every tuesday lunchtime in w97. A wide range of 

other revision sessions are also taking place both at lunchtimes and after school; there will also be sessions in the 

Easter holidays as an added incentive to revise. Further to this, we have launched the revision "passport" where 

students can accrue Amazon vouchers if they attend regular revision sessions; they really don't have any excuse not 

to be fully engaged! 

we appreciate that this is a very stressful time for our Year 11 students and it would be worrying if they weren't a 

little stressed, but their mental health is so important. If you can find time to have regular conversations with your 

children about how you can support them and make sure they build into their busy schedules time to get some 

exercise, fresh air and time away from their phones it will allow them to achieve a healthy balance between school 

work and down time. 

As ever if there is anything more we can be doing at school to support and prepare our students please do not 

hesitate to contact us; your child's form tutor would be the first point of contact. 

Mr castle, Head of Year 11 

lIBrarY Grand re-oPenInG 

thursday 24 February saw a Grand re-opening ceremony to 

celebrate the recent re-development of Ucc library, with author 

Anne Fine as the guest of honour. 

Anne is an award-winning and highly acclaimed author; she has twice 

won the prestigious carnegie Medal and is a past children’s 

laureate. she has written over 100 books, including Goggle-Eyes, 

The Tulip Touch, Flour Babies, Blood Family and Madame Doubtfire. 

Following a lunch reception with invited guests, Anne celebrated the 

library’s transformation with students. speaking to over 100 Ucc and 

primary school visitors, Anne gave a hilarious talk about the 

importance of reading, shared some highlights of her illustrious 

career and introduced students to her latest book, Aftershocks.   

A great time was had 

by all! 

Miss Mckay 

school librarian 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/what-is-live-streaming/
https://youtu.be/6S5cFxoTATs
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/online-contact-and-staying-safe/


GYmnastIcs success 

congratulations to the Ucc Gymnastics 

squad who recently competed at the Brit-

ish schools regional Finals. All their re-

lentless training and hard work paid of 

and both our U19a and U14a teams quali-

fied for the British Gymnastics National 

schools Finals, which will take place in 

stoke on trent in May. A phenomenal 

achievement – well done to all involved!  

a vIsIt From camBrIdGe unIversItY 

the schools’ liaison officer from our link college at cambridge 

University visited Ucc to meet students in various year groups. In 

particular, he talked to Year 9 students about choosing GcsE and 

A level options, progression routes into degree courses and what 

cambridge can offer Ucc students. 

Mr Jackson, Head of sixth Form 

PraYer sPace 

the Ucc prayer space ran for 2 weeks from 14 March. Aiming to 

enable students and staff, of all faiths and none, to explore life’s 

questions, spirituality and faith in a safe, creative and interactive way, 

the prayer space provides the opportunity to explore the deeper 

challenges in life as well as celebrating all that is good. 

Mrs Mccanny 

ucc In tHe cuP FInal! 

U15 Ucc Footballers, 3-0 winners over caldew yesterday, are 

now into the city cup final to be held at Brunton Park! Fantastic 

news, well done!  

work BeGIns In tHe eco 

Garden 

the Eco council has been lucky enough 

to start working with Green Mentors Jack 

and Naomi, who are helping us to restore 

and develop Ullswater’s Eco Garden, by 

the sports fields. 

we have discussed our aspirations for the 

space and how to bring them to life, such 

as which wildflowers are native, attract 

insects and are suitable for the space. 

Jack and Naomi are supplying us with the 

tools we decided we need. 

After allocating sections in the Eco Gar-

den for a seating area, pond and more we 

voted to begin with the wildflower section. 

last Friday we got to work clearing the 

garden (of litter of which there is a lot), 

sectioned off and cleared the wildflower 

area. Planting begins this wednesday! 

we hope with the eco garden that we can 

create a calm space where students can 

learn and breathe. 

Naomi Frost and ciara doig (Year 12) 



london vIsIt 

sixth Form child Health and social care students 

interviewed Penrith and the Borders MP dr Neil Hudson in 

the Houses of Parliament on their recent trip to london. star 

of the show was Ellie Mattocks, who took the opportunity to 

ask dr Hudson how he was going to encourage parliament 

to resolve the public health issue of mental health in 

cumbria, particularly that of farmers, following the covid 

pandemic. 

the visit was jam-packed, including visits to the British 

library, tate Modern, the science Museum and the 

wellcome collection. we also visited famous sights 

such as Buckingham Palace and trafalgar square, as 

well as trying some london street food. Highlights 

included theatre visits to watch Small Island and Matilda. 

this was an amazing trip – full of new experiences – and 

we all earned a few blisters due to the many miles of 

walking on the day of the Underground strike! 

ucc HealtH HuB develoPment ProJect 

An exciting project will start at Ucc in the near future. In 

partnership with the North East and North cumbria’s child Health 

and wellbeing Network and their children and Young People’s 

transformation Programme, we aim to establish an integrated 

health hub at Ucc, to bring together health services from partners 

such as the NHs, local authorities and other voluntary sector 

organisations. 

to make sure we meet the needs of children and young people 

and their families, we are keen to receive feedback to make sure 

we bring the right services together to provide the support that is 

most needed locally. 

 Parents/carers: to give your feedback, please complete 

the Parental Engagement questionnaire 

 Students: please complete the student Engagement 

questionnaire 

All responses will be kept confidential and are anonymous. 

If you have any questions about this project and thoughts as to 

how to ensure its success, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Fliss Gaizely 

Assistant Headteacher 

lGBt oPen mIc In 

wIndermere 

Join the loud & Queer night at windermere 

Jetty Museum – an open mic and showcase 

gig for lGBtQ+ artists and musicians is or-

ganised by Free radicals of carlisle and 

hosted by the fantastic Melanie Baker, who is 

an ex-Ucc student. 

whether you’re a poet, singer, songwriter, 

musician or you simply just love live music – 

this night is for you! 

Expect fairy lights, wholesome vibes, incredi-

ble views and beautiful live music from our 

amazing lGBtQ+ artists. 

the event is taking place in the windermere 

Jetty Museum with doors opening at 5 pm 

and the open mic kicking off at 5:30 pm. It’s a 

sober space so teas and soft drinks will be 

available. Ends 8.45 pm. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc2jFMm698YdbjLaJBVRSlV8UpXem-XeRKhUE8P-8M5jpi8HQ/viewform
https://forms.gle/Si4TyeDuVRT7EQmPA
https://forms.gle/Si4TyeDuVRT7EQmPA


world Book daY 

world Book day celebrations were in full swing earlier this term, with a whole 

school challenge, tutor time quizzes and free books for all students. 

For the challenge, staff wore small pin badges with the names of fictional char-

acters on them. the challenge for students was to identify which character 

each staff member was. over 150 students handed in entry forms, with many 

others playing along for fun – the corridors echoed with the question “who are 

you?” all week. 

the staff challenge proved just as much fun, every fictional character had a 

partner somewhere in the school, all they had to do was find each other and 

visit the library together to claim a small prize. Enthusiasm was abundant, with 

the Fairy Godmother and the Gruffalo particularly focused on finding their oth-

er half. 

over 600 books were given to students as world Book day presents on the 

day itself. students had a range of books to choose from, including fiction from 

bestselling authors such as Michael Morpurgo and sophie Mckenzie, and non 

fiction from Matt lucas. 

Miss Mckay, school librarian 

eBooks and audIoBooks  

library development continued this term with a 

move into ebooks and audiobooks.  staff and 

students can now borrow both from our very 

own elibrary.  there is a fantastic selection of 

books to choose from, including current student 

favourites, factual books, classic literature and 

new releases. 

the site is available through rMUnify (it’s 

called elibrary) or from this link.  login details 

are the same as for rMUnify.  there is also an 

app available, simply search for wheelers 

ePlatform in your app store and enter Ullswater 

community college as your chosen library. 

once on the site, users can browse through 

1000s of ebooks and audiobooks, download 

the title they like and enjoy it immediately.  

Print size and narration speed can be adapted 

to individual needs.  Users can create their own 

shelves of books they want to read and even 

make their own notes in the ebooks. 

Anybody with questions or 

requiring help using the 

ePlatform is invited to 

email Miss Mckay: 

amckay@ullswatercc.o.uk. 

a daY oF PoetrY 

students in Years 8, 9, 10, 12 and 13 enjoyed inspiration talks 

from local poet and educator dave cryer this half-term. 

In conjunction with the wordsworth trust, throughout the day 

dave spoke to students about his own work, wordsworth’s 

poetry and other poems they are studying.  Following his talk, 

students had the opportunity to try writing their own poems to 

share with dave and their peers. 

It was a lovely, poetic day and we look forward to welcoming 

dave back to Ucc soon. 

https://ullswatercc.eplatform.co/
mailto:amckay@ullswatercc.o.uk


autHor worksHoP 

Author c.G. Moore visited Ucc this term to do a loud, 

proud and lots of fun workshop for selected Year 9 and 

10 students. 

the carnegie-

nominated author of 

two YA novels – Fall 

Out and Gut Feelings 

– c.G. talked about 

lGBtQ+ History and 

the process of word-

building when writing 

a novel. later c.G. 

led students in an 

exploration of confi-

dence - where it 

comes from, what 

harms it and how to 

build it. 

Asra described the afternoon as: “…the best afternoon 

ever!” 

whilst olipher said: “I really liked meeting chris, he was 

funny and easy to talk to.” 

cHeaPer BroadBand and PHone PackaGes 

social tariffs can provide a safety net for eligible households who might be struggling to afford their broadband or 

phone services. 

the broadband market offers customers a wide range of choice, with different deals available to suit different needs. 

some providers offer social tariffs which are only available to customers who receive certain government benefits, as 

set out in the table below. 

 

Product Price Speed Eligibility 

Bt Home Essentials £15 a month Around 36 Mbit/s various benefits (in and out of work) 

Bt Home Essentials 2 £20 a month Around 67 Mbit/s various benefits (in and out of work) 

community Fibre £10 a month 10 Mbit/s various benefits (in and out of work) 

G.Network Essential Fibre 

Broadband 
£15 a month 50 Mbit/s various benefits (in and out of work) 

Hyperoptic Fair Fibre 50 £15 a month 50 Mbit/s various benefits (in and out of work) 

Hyperoptic Fair Fibre 150 £25 a month 150 Mbit/s various benefits (in and out of work) 

kcoM Full Fibre Flex £19.99 a month 30 Mbit/s various benefits (in and out of work) 

virgin Media Essential 

Broadband 
£15 a month 15 Mbit/s Universal credit 

COnTaCT uS 

we are always pleased to hear from parents. Please 

get in touch with us if you have any concerns: 

E-mail: admin@ullswatercc.co.uk 

Or visit the school website: www.ullswatercc.co.uk 

https://www.bt.com/exp/broadband/home-essentials
https://www.bt.com/exp/broadband/home-essentials
https://communityfibre.co.uk/press/community-fibre-boosts-post-pandemic-recovery-with-100-full-fibre-broadband-offer-dedicated-to-londo
https://www.g.network/home-broadband/essential-fibre-broadband
https://www.g.network/home-broadband/essential-fibre-broadband
https://www.hyperoptic.com/fair-fibre-plan/
https://www.hyperoptic.com/fair-fibre-plan/
https://www.kcom.com/home/packages/apply-for-a-flex-package/
https://www.virginmedia.com/help/register-for-essential-broadband
https://www.virginmedia.com/help/register-for-essential-broadband


tHank You to JosIe dunloP, who is leaving the Ucc governing body after 30 years! Josie has written 

some impressions of her time at Ucc, below.  

cHanGes at ucc 

I was invited to join the Governors of what was then 

Ullswater High school in January 1991. little did I think 

when I accepted that I would still be a Governor over 30 

years later! 

I was then a 38-year-old mother of 4 children under 10 

and a part-time GP, and had been openly supportive of 

change to the system of “guided parental choice” that 

had been adopted in Penrith as an alternative to the fully 

comprehensive system operating successfully elsewhere 

in cumbria. Under this system, families were guided to 

move their more academic children from Ullswater at age 

13 to continue their secondary education at QEGs. 

However, in 1990, the Governors had appointed david 

robinson as Headteacher, with an agenda for change. 

they had been warned that in so doing they were likely 

to be in for a bumpy ride, and so it proved! sometimes 

bravery is needed to make changes and david robinson 

simply said he would no longer recommend more 

academic students go to the another secondary school in 

Penrith at age 13, saying: “It’s like saying my school is no 

good”. this produced consternation in some quarters! 

National changes such as the introduction of the National 

curriculum, with GcsEs replacing o levels and csEs, 

meant similar courses and exams in all schools and, 

together with local management of schools and parental 

choice, there was a clear need for change. 

Parental consultation followed, with most local support for 

the option of two 11–18 comprehensive schools. the 

situation changed when QEGs successfully applied for 

grant-maintained status with selection at 11, and 

objected to Ullswater having a sixth form. After strong 

parental input, highlighting the low numbers in post 16 

education & low overall levels of attainment locally 

compared to similar areas the case for change was made 

to politicians and Ullswater officially became an 11–18 

comprehensive school in september 1993. 

Ullswater community college, as it became, was proud 

to be fully comprehensive, catering for all abilities from 

the most able to those with severe learning difficulties. 

Ucc has always had a strong community ethos. lifelong 

learning was an initial cornerstone, with a successful 

community further education and night-class provision. 

the need for this to be self-funding, together with 

government cuts to further education, led to its demise 

but not before Ullswater was instrumental in helping 

Penrith & North lakes University of the third Age 

(PNlU3A) get off the ground, allowing those of us in our 

third age to continue learning. I am presently chair of 

PNlU3A.  

My early days as a governor saw a lot of policies having 

to be written from scratch and I was particularly involved 

with those involving health issues. today it is unthinkable 

that smoking was allowed for staff on site and in the staff 

room, but at one time a smoking ban had to be 

introduced! 

Before 1990, little money had been spent on decoration 

or maintenance and so began a rolling series of 

improvements as finances allowed. Now a major new-

build is needed… 

Extra-curricular activities really flourish at Ucc, from 

school clubs to trips to more exotic destinations like 

Mexico, dominica and tanzania. Although the pandemic 

has curtailed these, such trips play an important role, as 

they increase enjoyment and involvement and help 

mental wellbeing – something Ucc has always held to 

be very important. the increased levels of support put in 

place following the pandemic are also needed.  

teaching and learning is of course at the core, and I 

have always served on the curriculum & staffing / 

standards committee, being its chair for a number of 

years. there have been vast changes to monitoring and 

data collection, question-level analysis and the like, with 

students being much better informed about what they 

need to do to improve. However, inspirational teaching, 

with a child-centred approach and relevant curriculum, 

remains the lynchpin. 

I’d like to pay tribute to those who over the years have 

worked to ensure the success of the school and its 

students: to the five Headteachers, the leadership teams, 

the teaching and non-teaching staff as well as the 

governors and parents. tribute too to all our students, 

who are the future. they might not realise it now but the 

experiences of the past 2 years can be the foundations 

for resilience and adaptability in the future. 

the world might be a worrying place, and so it’s also 

worth remembering the words of Mother teresa: “I alone 

cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across 

the waters to create many ripples.” Ucc will continue to 

do just that.  

Josie dunlop 

retiring school governor 

March 2022 



Young musicians, aged 11–17 and grade 4 and above, 

are invited to join friendly, specialist tutors at chetham’s 

school of Music for a summer school like no other. 

Play and make music with like-minded young people – 

and make new friends from across the Uk – in this 

week-long residential music course. 

 learn with tutors at a world-renowned music school! 

 Hone your skills with other young musicians in 

instrumental classes, ensembles, choirs and 

orchestras! 

 Experience amazing music facilities at our state-of-

the-art Manchester city-centre campus! 

 Perform on the stoller Hall stage! 

You’ll play pieces such as dvorak’s symphony No 8, 

coleridge taylor’s 4 characteristic waltzes, witter-

Johnson’s Fairtrade, stravinsky’s Firebird suite and 

Elgar’s Enigma variations. 

registration is open now via: https://

chethamsschoolofmusic.com/whats-on/chethams-

summer-music-course/ 

Passionate about music but can’t afford the fee for 

this course? Please let us know! chetham’s school 

of Music is a charity with a mission to provide a world-

class musical education regardless of financial 

background. A limited number of means-tested free 

places are available for this course. Please contact: 

summerMusiccourse@chethams.com 

Summer muSIC COurSe aT CHeTHam’S SCHOOL Of muSIC, 14–20 auguST 2022 

Missing… equals… which is… 
over 13 years of 

school that’s… 

1 day per fortnight 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Nearly 1.5 years 

1 day per week 40 days per year 8 weeks per year over 2.5 years of 

2 days per week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year over 5 years 

3 days per week 120 days per year 24 weeks per year over 8 years 

uCC aTTendanCe maTTerS 

Attendance is crucial for success at school. our ambition is to work towards 100% attendance and it is crucial that 

all students at Ucc to try to improve their attendance, whatever the starting point. to put absence in context: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A series of posters, with the aim of informing students about absence, will start to go up around school. An example 

is given on the next page. 

https://chethamsschoolofmusic.com/whats-on/chethams-summer-music-course/
https://chethamsschoolofmusic.com/whats-on/chethams-summer-music-course/
https://chethamsschoolofmusic.com/whats-on/chethams-summer-music-course/
mailto:SummerMusicCourse@chethams.com


 



HeLP wITH SCHOOL meaLS and CLOTHIng 

the current situation is proving difficult for many people; free school meals and clothing vouchers are available if 

you receive one of the following qualifying benefits: 

 Income support (Is) 

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJsA) 

 An income-related Employment and support Allowance 

 support under part vI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 child tax credit, provided you are not entitled to working tax credit and have an annual income (as assessed 

by Her Majesty's revenue and customs) that as of April 2012 does not exceed £16,190. Note: From 1st May 

2009, where you are entitled to working tax credit during the four-week period immediately after your 

employment ceases, or after you start to work less than 16 hours per week, your children are entitled to Free 

school Meals, this may be extended 

 the Guarantee element of state Pension credit 

 Universal credit 

Please note that you may not be eligible for free school meals or clothing grants if you receive working tax credits. 

children who receive Income support or Income Based Jobseekers Allowance in their own right are also entitled to 

receive free school meals. 

HOw TO aPPLY 

where possible, all parents and guardians should apply online – you will receive an immediate response advising 

you whether you are eligible or not. 

If you are unable to apply online, please contact the free school meals team – telephone: 01228 606060. 

Please note: children who currently receive free school meals and clothing grants do not need to apply 

returnInG aFter tHe HolIdaY 

we look forward to welcoming students back to school on wednesday 20 

April, staff will already have returned on 19 April, for a training day. 

cost oF lIvInG suPPort 

with the cost of living on the rise, 

there will be people in cumbria 

who are struggling, whether that's 

emotionally, financially or just 

because they need practical help 

to get in touch and seek support. 

It can be daunting to search 

through what is on offer and to find 

what you need. cumbria county 

council provides information for 

cumbrian residents on a range of 

helpful topics: 

 Food support 

 Financial support 

 domestic abuse support 

 Energy-saving advice 

 Mental health support 

click here to access the cumbria 

county council web page. 

Free BreakFast For all students 

Free toast – as well as butter, jam, Marmite, etc. – is 

available to all students every morning from 8 am to 

8.50 am in westmorland Hall. 

lookInG Forward 

we have quite a lot to look forward to next 

term, including: 

 Escape to safety event 

 National gymnastics championships 

 duke of Edinburgh silver expedition 

 Athletics and other sporting events 

 GcsE and A-level exams 

 summer music concert 

https://emsonline.cumbria.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE
https://cumbria.gov.uk/healthandcare/costofliving.asp










lIvInG wItH covId 

From 1 April, routine testing will no longer be expected in 

all education and children’s social care settings. this is 

part of the government’s plan to remove remaining 

restrictions on society while protecting the most 

vulnerable from covId-19. 

 

dame Jenny Harries, chief Executive of the Uk Health 

security Agency, says: 

“As we learn to live with Covid, we are focusing our 

testing provision on those at higher risk of serious 

outcomes from the virus, while encouraging people to 

keep following simple steps to help keep themselves and 

others safe.” 

Please see the FAQs below, from the dfE: 

why do you no longer recommend Covid testing in 

schools, colleges or other education settings? 

Following expert advice, we now know that covid 

presents a low risk of serious illness to most children and 

young people, and most of those who are fully 

vaccinated. due to high immunity in society, a greater 

understanding of the virus and improved access to 

treatments, we can now focus on how we live with 

covId-19. 

that means we don’t expect pupils or staff in education 

settings to routinely test themselves for covId-19. 

we continue to encourage young people to get 

vaccinated. If your child has not been vaccinated, you 

can read more about the vaccine programme here. 

Should my child still go to their childcare or 

education setting if they test positive for Covid? 

No. From 1 April, anyone with a positive covId-19 test 

result will be advised to try to stay at home and avoid 

 

 

contact with other people for five days, which is when 

they are most infectious. For children and young people 

aged 18 and under, the advice will be three days. 

will my child’s school or college still be taking 

measures to prevent Covid? 

All settings should have in place baseline infection 

prevention and control measures that will help to manage 

the spread of infection: 

 Ensuring all eligible groups are enabled and 

supported to take up the offer of national vaccination 

programmes including covId-19 and flu. 

 Ensuring occupied spaces are well-ventilated and let 

air in. 

 reinforcing good hygiene practices such as hand 

washing and cleaning. 

Can my child still get a Covid-19 vaccine? 

on 1 April the in-school covId-19 vaccination 

programme will come to an end. However, 12- to 15-year

-olds will still be able to access the vaccine outside of 

schools at a vaccination centre, pharmacy or walk-in 

centre. 

Parents can book a covid-19 vaccination appointment 

online or by speaking to their GP or calling 119. 

Alternatively, they can find a walk-in covid-19 

vaccination site. 

From April, healthy 5- to 11-year-olds will also be offered 

the covId-19 vaccine. vaccinations will take place 

outside of schools in vaccination centres, pharmacies, 

GPs and walk-in centres. Parents of 5- to 11-year-olds 

will receive a letter from the NHs with further information. 

online bookings for 5– to 11-year-olds will open in April. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/

