
Russia 1894-1924 Summer tasks 

Read the information you have been provided. Use it to complete the activities 

 

1. Social structure of Russia 

Read each section. In the boxes to the right, summarise the information into 20 words or less 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nobility 

National minorities 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle classes 

Urban workers 

Peasants 



2. Key principles of Tsarism 

Read the information. Use it to complete the table  

 

Using three different colours, highlight the information below according to which Tsarist principle it would 

help uphold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principle What Why 

Autocracy 

  

Nationality 

  

Orthodoxy 

(Russian) 

  

Opposition was not tolerated. Political parties were illegal. Newspapers, periodicals and books were censored. 

The government made use of an extensive secret police network, the Okhrana, to root out dissidents (opposition) 

and people likely to cause trouble. People who were deemed dangerous or hostile to the regime were put in 

prison or exiled to Siberia. Large scale protests, demonstrations and riots, which often broke out in times of 

famine, were suppressed by the army. 

Many of the national minorities resented Russian control, particularly Russification. This policy, began by Nicholas 

III and continued by Nicholas II, involved making non-Russians use the Russian language instead of their own and 

adopt Russian customs and habits. The Russian language was used in schools, law courts and regional 

government. Usually it was Russians who got the important jobs in government and state sponsored industry. The 

minorities also had to pay large sums to the imperial treasury.  

The army was crucial to the survival of the tsarist regime. Most officers were from noble backgrounds. Ordinary 

soldiers were conscripts taken from the villages who were required to serve for seven years actively and in the 

reserves for eight. The most reliable section of the army for the regime were the Cossacks. They came from the 

Don area of Russia and were loyal supporters of the Tsar. Cossacks could be trusted to act against other peoples 

in the empire, including the Russians. They formed the best cavalry units in the Russian army and were feared 

because they could be brutal and ruthless.  

The Russian Orthodox Church both supported and was supported by Russian autocracy. The church’s governing 

council, the Holy Synod, was run as a de facto government department and the tsar, a deeply religious man, 

consulted regularly with its archbishops. The church encouraged ordinary Russians to accept and embrace 

autocracy; its catechisms taught worshippers that God’s will was that they should love and obey the Tsar. The 

Catholic Church in Poland, the Georgian Orthodox Church, the Lutherans in Lithuania and other religious sects all 

resented government interference in their religious practices. The Jews, who formed a sizeable ethnic group, 

were forced to live in an area known as the Pale of the Settlement. They suffered from a deliberate policy of anti-

Semitism which placed social, economic and political restrictions on them. Encouraged by the authorities, they 

were subject to frequent pogroms (organised attacks on their homes and businesses by ultra-conservative 

nationalists. 

 

 



3. Opposition to Tsarism before 1905 

As a result of the Tsar’s unlimited power the only way to challenge Tsarist autocracy was through acts of 

rebellion. Opposition groups began to grow as a consequence of successive Tsars’ refusal to grant reform 

and improve living conditions 

 

Liberalism 

Liberalism is a political and moral philosophy that emphasizes individual rights and freedoms, limited 

government, and equality under the law. Liberals wanted the emerging middle class to have increased 

political influence. Western European countries had developed constitutional governments and increased 

political rights for their citizens. Many liberal thinkers wanted the same for Russia. 

 

Populism 

Populism is a political program or movement that champions, or claims to champion, the common person, 

usually by favourable contrast with a real or perceived elite or establishment. Populism 

usually combines elements of the left and the right, opposing large business and financial interests but also 

frequently being hostile to established liberal, socialist, and labour parties. Radical populist groups often 

carried out political assassinations. Populism existed in the universities, while the People’s Will tried to 

assassinate Alexander III in 1887.  

 

Marxism 

Marxist thinking had developed in Russia in the late 1800s. Karl 

Marx had promoted the idea that power should be in the 

hands of the masses. Revolutionary groups which combined 

Marx’s aims with their own goals developed. 

 

 

Socialism 

Socialism is an economic and political system where the 

people collectively own or control the means of production, 

rather than private individuals or corporations. The Social 

Revolutionaries adopted a combination of Marxist and 

Populist beliefs. They wanted to overthrow the government in favour of giving power to the peasants. 

Although they were greatly uncoordinated in their efforts, they carried out approximately 2,000 political 

assassinations in the years leading up to the 1905 Revolution. 

The Social Democrats' beliefs were based on Marxism. They did not expect the peasants to rise in revolution. 

They focused on agitation amongst the workers in the cities. In 1903, the group split after an ideological 

disagreement. 

 

 

In the space below make brief notes on opposition in Russia before 1905 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. The Last Tsars of Russia 

Read the information on Tsars Alexander II, Alexander III and Nicholas II. Use it to complete the fact files 

Alexander II (ruled -1855 1881) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reasons for reforms: 

 

 

What were the reforms: 

 

 

 

Assassination: who and how? 

 

 

 

Significance of assassination: 



Alexander III (ruled 1881-1894) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Significance of Manifesto of Unshakeable Autocracy: 

 

 

Ability to rule: 

 

 

Use of repression: 



Nicholas II (ruled 1894-1917 

 

 

Personality: 

 

 

Ability to rule: 

 

 

Intentions for Russia: 

 

 

 

Influence of Pobedonostev: 

 

 

 

Influence of Alexandra:  


