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Genres in Language
You’re almost certainly familiar with the term ‘genre’, but you may have just used it in the past to 
describe different types of story, film or music. However, it’s a slightly wider term. It comes from the 
French for ‘type’ or ‘sort’, and it literally just means the type of communication. This means that it can 
be really specific, like ‘steampunk’, or ‘rom-com’, or it can be broad, like ‘short story’, or ‘speech’. It 
covers fiction and non-fiction, and both spoken and written modes of communication.

For your summer project, we’d like you to spend a bit of time exploring the idea of genre. You’re going 
to read some examples, find some examples, and write an example.

Task 1: Reading
Attached to this document is a collection of extracts from a variety of genres. I’ve added some annotations 
on the following details, as these are things you always need to be thinking about, as they influence the way 
that language is used significantly.

•	 Genre - obviously. All genres have certain characteristics and conventions associated with them, and you 
will be familiar with some of these from GCSE; for example, starting a letter with an address and then an 
opening salutation, beginning a speech by greeting the audience and introducing yourself.

•	 Purpose - what the aim of the text is. Again, a familiar concept from GCSE, but one which will also have a 
significant influence on the use of language.

•	 Audience - who it is aimed at. This might be a very broad, general audience, or it might be quite specific. 
The age, educational background, assumed prior knowledge, interests, attitudes, gender etc of the 
intended audience may all have an impact on the language choices. You may also find that there is a 
primary audience (the people it’s specifically aimed at) but also a secondary audience who may be drawn 
to it for other reasons.

•	 Mode - this refers to whether it is a written text, a purely spoken text, or a mixed-mode (a combination of 
the two, for example, a speech where a written version has been produced and perhaps later published 
but the actual delivery of the speech is verbal). We can also refer to multi-modal texts, where there is use 
of images, or an online element.

•	 Context of production - how the text has been produced. Who wrote it? Was it edited? How has it been 
shared with its audience? Is it an independent thing, or produced through a company or publication such 
as a newspaper?

•	 Wider context - anything which is relevant about the society, culture, historical period etc surrounding 
the topic or production of the text.

Read through the texts, and the notes which accompany them, and annotate them with any details you can 
suggest about how language has been chosen to fit with any of the elements listed above. If you were here 
in the induction session, you may like to try and cover some of the language frameworks we talked about!
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Task 2: Finding
Your second task is to find THREE examples of texts of your own, from three different genres. These can be 
some of the same genres as the ones you’ve looked at, or they can be different.

Print the texts out (they can just be extracts!) and annotate them with the key details, in the same way that 
I’ve done with the selection from the first task.

Annotate these, too, with what you notice about how language has been used to fit the key elements of 
genre, purpose, audience, mode and context.

Task 3: Writing
Your final task is to choose ONE genre of text, and write your own example. The genre you choose for this 
should be one of the ones you’ve looked at over the previous two tasks, and you should be aiming to use 
some similar effects of language to what you have observed in the texts you explored.

If you can, also make a note of some of the decisions you made!

Reminder about the language frameworks
Discourse and Pragmatics The overall structure and conventions of the text, and what it’s about, 

including themes, tone and underlying ideas.

Lexis and Semantics The actual choice of words and the meaning behind those choices.
Grammar and syntax Sentence types, lengths and structures, use of tenses, how sentences 

are constructed.

Graphology The visual features of the text - headings, sections, paragraph lengths, 
images, symbols, font etc.

Phonology The sound elements of language - accent, intonation, emphasis etc, 
plus auditory techniques like alliteration, rhyme and repetition.

Morphology The formation of words themselves - use of prefixes and suffixes, and 
things like hyphenated words, compound words etc.
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Paper 1: Reading and writing imaginative/creative texts 

30 'Nothing.' 

'But, hark, what is that?' 

A low moan had fallen upon our ears. There it was again upon our left! On that side a ridge 
of rocks ended in a sheer cliff which overlooked a stone-strewn slope. On its jagged face 
was spread-eagled some dark, irregular object. As we ran towards it the vague outline 

35 hardened into a definite shape. It was a prostrate man face downward upon the ground, 
the head doubled under him at a horrible angle, the shoulders rounded and the body 
hunched together as if in the act of throwing a somersault. So grotesque was the attitude 
that I could not for the instant realize that that moan had been the passing of his soul. Not 
a whisper, not a rustle, rose now from the dark figure over which we stooped. Holmes laid 

40 his hand upon him and held it up again, with an exclamation of horror. The gleam of the 
match which he struck shone upon his clotted fingers and upon the ghastly pool which 
widened slowly from the crushed skull of the victim. And it shone upon something else 
which turned our hearts sick and faint within us - the body of Sir Henry Baskerville! 

There was no chance of either of us forgetting that peculiar ruddy tweed suit - the very one 
45 which he had worn on the first morning that we had seen him in Baker Street. We caught 

the one clear glimpse of it, and then the match flickered and went out, even as the hope had 
gone out of our souls. Holmes groaned, and his face glimmered white through the darkness. 

'The brute! the brute!' I cried with clenched hands. 'Oh Holmes, I shall never forgive 
myself for having left him to his fate.' 

Glossary 

distracted1 
- mentally confused or deeply troubled by grief and anxiety.

hold my hand2 - wait without taking action.

53 

Turn over for Section A 
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